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To THE OF FICE RS op THE HORSE GU ARD 8, &e. 


My worTHY PATRONS, | 


[ H AVE often perplexed myſelf 3 in 1 endeayouring to trace out 


the origin of an appellation ſo frequently applied to your 
Corps, I mean that of unfortunate gentlemen. I never have 
been happy enough to meet with a ſingle ſatisfactory anſwer to 
the numberleſs enquiries I have made on the ſubject; and pro- 


bably might have remained eternally in the dark, but for one of 


thoſe lucky incidents that throw a ſudden light upon a queſtion, 


which has perhaps been the object of an endleſs and fruitleſs in- 


veſtigation. Caſting my eye by chance on a paſlage in an old au- 
thor, I ſaw the myſtery inſtantly cleared up. As it is in a lan- 
guage which it would be ſhamefully pedantick for you to under- 
ſtand, I ſubmit the ng literal tranſlation to your peruſal ; 


* LONG before Agamemnon commanded at Troy, 
While Neſtor was yet but a ſnivelling boy, 
There were many Horſe Guards Men who liv'd and who dy' d, 
But of whom we know little or nothing beſide ; 
They were all as brave fellows, I'll venture to lay, 
As e'er you ſhould ſee in a fair ſummer's day; 
Tho' this we muſt gueſs, for we never could know it, 
Becauſe—they ne'er thought of employing a poet, 


* Vixere Fortes ante Agamemnona, &c. &c. 


+ A Colonel of the Horſe Guards, 


Theſe 


ff 


' Theſe gentlemen were, as you fi; at bat day, in the ſame 
predicament as you have found yourſelves at 7518. The reliev- 
ing you from this unfortunate ſituation is the object of the fol- 
lowing eſſay. It may appear that I have invaded the province 
of Capt. M—e; but on reflection it will be evident, that he 

18 ſo occupied in tranſmitting to poſterity how modern heroes 
eat, that he has left himſelf no time to record how they fight. Had 
he been inclined to have blended theſe two occupations, indeed, % 
he had the Father of poets for his authority, who has dedicated 
almoſt as many lines to beef- freaks. as he has to baztles. But I 
dare {ay the Captain had good reaſons for the choice of his ſub- 
| ject, which though it has precluded you from the benefit of his 
abilities, has given me an opportunity of ſhewing my zeal.— 
Condeſcend, therefore, my worthy Patrons, to accept this earneſt 
though feeble FUR, 


From your devoted Laureat, 


CE Why: TIMOTHY TWADDLE. 
George's Coffee-Houſe, 1% FR ME ns 
April 24, 1786, 
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NERENE be the day, and unclouded the morn, 


* 


May ſtreaks bright and ruddy its riſing adorn ! 


<P" M2 2* 


When the Squadrons impatient of longer delay, 
The call to Blackheath and to glory obey ; 

Rous'd at 256, their paſt battles they fight oer again, 
Thrice rout all their foes, and thrice ſlay all the ſlain, 
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Could V oh vain wiſh! but compoſe as they fight, 
Were my wit, like their Lords y e pointed and right, 


Then no more ſhould my. Heroes indignant * 


The feeble attempts of my hobbling Muſe ; 
Nor again with faſtidious pride ſhould ic 


That the fame of their deeds was obſcurd by. my train ; 


Then even thoſe Bands, which in hoſtile alarms, 


Like their own g and Magog, ſtand frowning 1 in arms, 

The e City s beſt hope, . yellow, or blue, : N 
Should no more, my brave friends, ſhare i in glory with you; 
Tho oft in the rain, without flinching they ve Rood, 

And tho? ofien have marc and fought knee deep in—mud, 


vet thetr: faint Saanen of tune from Jour brightneſs ſhould rink, 


c_ 


As the blaze of the fun will extinguiſh a link. 


But, 485 1 to my oth 0 eln powers belong, 


Tis her theme, not her ſtrength, muſt ennoble her ſong. 
{ Nos Say, 


1 


. 5 
Say, then, who are theſe which firſt dazzle our eyes, By 
Whoſe caps, like their ſpirits, point up to the ſkies, * 
Whence they come > and 3 in arms their bright proweſs explain, 
Ah! ſare they can neer look ſo dreadful in vain 1 | 


* 


Theſe Knightſbridge habit, and Brumpton s gay town, . 


Which if equal i in bee, not of equal renown : 
(For Knightſbridge can boaſt, in obſcurity veil d, bunt 
That ſhe once, as Bayes tells us, an 1 army conceal.) 

In the battles of Hyde-Park, all ſeaſon'd and try'd, 

Who death, drought and Urt, duſt and danger deride— 
The Genius of Bourbon, aghaſt and diſmay'd, 150 
Like the Devil, adkaunt, 5 views their ſtandard diſplay 
That ſtandard, which once, in an W-fated day, 5 

Some ly wicked thief bin the guard ſtole 192 — 


1 


B 2 


EY 


God of ſtandards and battles! ſay, did'ſt thou then nap 3 


Or dally inglorious in Venus's, lap 25 *** 


Mark amon ongft them that Aripling, who panting for fame, 
In ſpite of a mother's remonſtrances came; 
wa was me! 1 the exclaimd, when that paſſion for , 
= Fill'd thy. breaſt with ambition, my fout with alarms; . Y „ 
When poſleſvd by the Demon. of diſcord and daughter, 
vou daſbrd down your bottle of Hungary water, 
75 | And fro e that henceforward no ſmell you'd n in, 
hut the ſmel of ſmoke, ſulphur, flame, fury * fghting, 


Think, Jacky, raſh Jacky, how long you might Hnigers 

If in drawin 8 your ſword you ſhould cut your dear aner : 
: Remember your ſcreams, while 1 plaſter and patch'd you, 
When the cat in her anger ſo cruclly ſcratched you; 


oh While 


While your fiſters all ſtood with their falts at your noſe, © 
And yOu cheeks for the bly relinquiſtvd che aſh — * 


In the field, who a mother's fond care will Cupply ? 


In the . round your neck who a handkerchief tie * 
Should you fall from your horſe, who will run to your aid, 1 
With peppermint eſſence and arquebuſade? 5 Si 55 I 
4 All, in vain! for regardleſs of wounds or of ſcars, 
” Jacky ron before Gad, that he'd 8⁰ to the Wars: 2 
To the wars now he goes no mamma to direct him? I. 
In "IN ſtead may the Goddeſs of dimples protect him; - 


Twixt his face and the fun her divine mantle ſpread, 


To hang like a paraſol over his head. | 


x 


* 
* 
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Next come, (their approach let the trumpets proclaim} 


The imps of Bellona, the minions of Fame ! or 


Im 2 
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In himſelf each an hoſt, to hors nature imparts; 


Great heads greater bellies and ſtill greater he | . 


Say, Muſe, what bleſt ſpot (to which Sparta muſt yield 


prolific in heroes) ſends theſe to the field? 5 


Theſe, from Tyburm 8 grim precinets, and Paddington 8 plaing 


5 And from Marybone march, where the ny mph: with their ſfwains 


Trip to fiddles no more—mark their ſwords keen and bright, 


At home 1 no leſs friendly than fatal 3 in x fight: ph on | 
For Hhete, they in times of inglorious eaſe "= 1 
| Leave the hacking of ſquadrons for ſlicin g of e 0 
Like me world ancient maſters , their we arers combine 
Arts with arms, Aid the beider and citizen join— 


with tis ſcales in his hand i in edoftial fate, 


As ] ny fits diſpenſing and a fate, 


Tt#.3 
/ 


80 the balance of Europe melr valour controlls 


As their hands guide the beams which weigh candles and coals; ; 


5 Peace and War 3 in each boſon alternately burns, 


Eggs, Fame, Butter, Honour, preſiding by turns 


But alas ! can wy Muſe &er deſcribe what ſhe felt, 


At a ſcene, which the heart of Alec pld melt, 


When ofPrin g up vows for their partin g protectors, 


The ſobbin g Andromaches dung round their Hedtors; 1 


While each threat Aſtynax threw by his rattle, 


To cry o'er papa, arm'd for laughter and battle. 


As when city barges prepare to explore 
Twixt Chelſea and Chertſey each far diſtant ſhore, 


Where raſhly embark'd on the mercileſs waves, 


" oils and dangers unheard of the ſwan-hopper braves, 


, Do 


One 
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One parting embrace wife and daughter demande. 
Wer the fignal yet calls the dear man from the ind. 
— cet; dan tink cheſs 6 mani" © 
There are dangers tis true, but I yet may return k 1 Fe oy 


Tho! if not, O remember, I go not to ſhare . 1 5 


Merely paſties, but honour and death with the may'r! 


Now, my Muſe, haſte to twine a victorious wreath, KB 
For the brows of thy friends on the plains of Blackheath ; 


Freſh and warm from the life let their adiivas be 2068-0 : 
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For your heroes, like ſoup, are worth nothing when cold. 
Each ſcene intervening let others relate, 

nan without once 5 lang they brav d duſt and heat; 
If | like goſſi ping Wai they talk' d all the way, | 


Or glum, like the Grecians, had nothing to ſay. 


— þ * * 


How each boarding-ſchool damſel exclaim'd with delight, | 


Dear me, I neer ſaw ſuch a raviſhing fight! + 


; The men all ſo ſtout, and the captains ſo tapers. þ 
And then the ſweet horſes ſo prance and ſo caper . = 
But I vow that their weapons all drawn make me ſtart, 
And feel (what I cannot deſcribe) at my heart— 
They may tell too how — that comical elf, 
Crack'd his jokes, but reſerv d all the laugh to himſelf. 
How magnanimous —.— recounted the ſhare 
That he bore in the battle of Bloomſbury-ſquarez | 
e C 
| . Where an army of weavers with tailors allied, 
With dead cat and Kitens the fquadrons defy; 


With cowhorns and catcalls, with bodkins and ſhears, 


| How they dazzPd their eyes, and they deafen'd their ears. 


How too on the march een great —— could deign 
To deſcant on war, and its maxims explain; 
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| | Britain, he N tie to fänds z | vs . #43 
| But with nice geometrica C 
how many inches men at a ſtride 5 
o-ſettle in council, win Judgment profound, — 
5 | | pointed or round; 1 . 6 
allent angles of—gapes. and lappels ; . 
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ailors 042 tailord in wonder remain, „„ 
| mere mortal heads ach W 
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Some few, ſome Heretical few, who den þ 


* 5 
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That theſe orthodox tenets were dropt from the ſky, 


Opinions that claſh with theſe maxims maintain, 


* „* 
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ce their whims to explain. 


„ 


Their recreant names ſhould my di 


5 2. 3 / 
2 4 


5 (Unhackney'd in ſcandal and ſlander) ve 


To Time's lateſt limits Fame 


* 


1 


would convey, 


— Bop, ELIorr, CARLETON, CORNWALLIS and GREY : + 


Nor while ſhe their names to diſgrace ſhall conſign, 
Will thy country, O Rawpon ! be ſilent on 7hine, 
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I confeſs, tho? tis 


abſurd thus on paper, 


Like my heroes themſelves to friſk, curvet, and caper; 
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| Strange whims in thy head, my Muſe, ſurely prevail, oo 
| Or a gadfly perchance has crept. under thy tait;s 
L. Leave ſuch ſkittiſh vagaries and curvetings, pray, 


* 


N , 6 8 > 


And learn to go quietly on. on thy way. 


x 


Well, the march at an end, not a ſingle man loſt, — 
On the heath ſee warriors now take their poſt; . 
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% Now a battle as Livy and Tacitus:teach,: z, 
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ö 13 Is but poor entertainment without a good f. 
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And thus (or the wight fiddling laws would impugn) 
some fidler firſt puts all the others in tune 


ce 


Elſe inſtead of fine muſic you'd hear a vile pother, 


- 


6 1 5 All the fiddleſticks moving one after another. 
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« * 5 , \ 4 


As this is the mode then, to form a concerto, 
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In war 'tis the ſame — which is what I refer to. OO 
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Theſe things all depend: on. the laws of vibrations, 


| Which can teach bears to dance, or can harmonize ! nations; 


5 Could make a grave Chancellor lay by, the ſeals, 


2 


Laugh at law books and Natures, and truſt: to his heels. . 

: There are ſounds. which Cen TH himſelf would beguile, , Þ 
And tho' Na not to dance, a yet might force him to ſmile— x 
Be that as it may—now no . lers preach,” 


8 But attend « on the: Gologth who. thus makes his ah 


« 


K 


Or from Tyhurn 8 grim precinds or- Paddington plains; . 


« Or ye who at Knightſbridge or- Brompton efide, -- 


A 
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Like the patriarchs of. old, by the road's dufty de, 


> 
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Brother ſoldiers attend! for my brothers ſhall be - . 


E All thoſe who to-day ſhare. in danger with me; 
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